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How To Find … 

Brief Overview of the 
Government Publications Collections 

 
Email a question to: lib-govpub@uiowa.edu 
Live Chat: http://govtinfo.org/12034.html  
Home Page: http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/govpubs/ 
Ask for assistance at the Main Library, Information Desk. 
(319)335-5299 

 
 
The University of Iowa Libraries is a depository for US federal, State of Iowa, United Nations, 
and European Union publications. Through depository programs, publications are received 
from these agencies with the understanding that they will be freely and readily available to the 
public. In addition, the government publications collection incorporates many other official 
government resources and complementary materials that enhance research activities. Primary 
resources include official reports, statistical publications, legislative information with supporting 
secondary material such as periodicals, policy analysis publications, and general information 
guides. Recent titles can be found through the InfoHawk Catalog and other databases provide 
indexing or full-text of many public policy documents. Most print government resources are 
available in the government information collection on the third floor of the Main Library.  
However, other libraries on campus may also have government resources in their collections. 
Microfiche and CD-ROMs and DVDs are located in the Main Library Reference Collection on 
the first floor. 
 
The government information collection includes over 3 million volumes in formats ranging from 
paper and microform, to electronic resources including CD-ROM, DVD, and Internet-based 
resources. A growing number of government titles are available in full-text through links in the 
InfoHawk Catalog. However, be aware that many historical materials are not represented at all 
through the InfoHawk Catalog. They are, however, indexed through specialized print indexes. 
Please ask a librarian for help finding older materials.  
 
For in-depth reference questions, a research consultation can be arranged with one of the 
librarians. Please visit http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/govpubs/ to learn more about government 
information resources, librarian contacts, and the broader range of materials found on the 
Web. 
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