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JOHANN GOTTFRIED ZINN (1727-1759). Descriptio anatomica oculi
humani. Géttingen: Apud viduam B. Abrami Vandenhoeck, 1755.

Johann Gottfried Zinn was a German anato-
mist and botanist member of the Berlin
Academy.

His name is preserved in those of several of
the finer structures of the eye: the central ar-
tery of Zinn, circulet of Zinn, zonule of Zinn,
etc. In addition, it is from Zinn’s description
of the the orchid genus Epipactis that we
have the “Zinnia” flower.

Zinn, one of Haller's best pupils at Gottingen,
became professor of medicine there. Alt-
hough he died very young, he produced this
important book on the
anatomy of the eye
which is a fundamental
work in the history of
ophthalmology.

Included in Descriptio anatomica oculi humani are seven
excellent folding plates, all of which have been digitized
and are available at: http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/
compoundobject/collection/jmrbr/id/3161/rec/1
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