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Anatomist, embryologist, physiologist, and 
microscopist, Malpighi was instrumental in the 
development of embryology and histology and 
also a great microscopic anatomist. Malpighi 
made many important scientific contributions, 
but many authorities consider his discovery of 
the pulmonary circulation to be the most im-
portant. De pulmonibus observationes anatom-
icae was initially written in 
the form of two letters to 
Borelli at Pisa in which he 
described his microscopic 

studies of the lung of a living frog. Malpighi showed 
that the lungs were vesicular in nature and described 
how the branches of the trachea terminate in the alve-
oli. In the final letter, he presented his description of 
the capillaries which he observed linking the arterial 
and the venous circulation. In so doing, he provided 
the final proof of the validity of Harvey's theories on 
the circulation of the blood. 
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