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 Dr. Helkiah Crooke (1576-1648):  
The Historical and Literary Legacy of an Early Modern Physician 

Dr. Helkiah Crooke wrote the first com-
prehensive English anatomy manual. His 
book, Mikrokosmographia, was printed 
by William 
Jaggard, who 
also pub-

lished Shakespeare’s First Folio. But both 
Crooke’s and Jaggard’s careers were en-
dangered by their decision to produce this 
controversial text, which made detailed 
medical knowledge available to the gen-
eral public. A close examination of 
Crooke’s career as an author and physi-
cian provides insight into shifting views 
on medical authority at a crucial point in 
the history of Western medicine.
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contact Donna Hirst, Hardin Library for the Health Sciences (donna-hirst@uiowa.edu),  335-9154.  The UI His-
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