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Artificial Hearts:   
A Controversial Medical  

Technology and its Sensational 
Patient Cases 

 

Today, artificial hearts are a clinical reality after  
decades of contentious development.  Former 
U.S. Vice Pres. Dick Cheney stated that the 
technology ‘saved his life' in 2010, but not all 
patients enjoyed such successful  
outcomes. Medical historian Shelley McKellar 

examines the clinical use of artificial hearts since the 
1960's, situating the triumphant narrative of this  
technology and its ‘resurrectionist capacity’ alongside 
technical device challenges and difficult patient  
experiences. The appeal was the promissory nature of  
artificial hearts as a life-sustaining treatment. But it was 
(and is) an imperfect technology, and its controversial 
history speaks to questions of expectations, meanings of 
success, limitations and uncertainty in a high technology 
medical world.  

 

Location:   
  Radisson Hotel 
   Room:  Kinnick Center 
  1220 1st Ave. 
  Coralville 

 

Reception at 6:00 PM 

   Cash Bar 
Dinner at 7:00 PM 

Presentation at 8:00 PM 

 

Parking adjacent to the hotel. 
 

Make your reservations now  
but no later than  
March 29, 2019 

 

Request reservation form: 
Joyce Craig 

Phone:  319-335-6706 

Email: joyce-m-craig@uiowa.edu 

 

Online form (print & mail):   
http://hosted.lib.uiowa.edu/histmed 

 

To pay by credit card, go to:   
https://www.signmeup.com/129131 

 

Payment required in advance: 
 

Non Student Registration Fee: $40 

Student Registration fee:          $10 

 

 

Additional tax deductible donation to 
help with student subsidies: 

FRIDAY, APRIL 5,  2019  

https://www.givetoiowa.org/GiveToIowa/WebObjects/GiveToIowa.woa/wa/goTo?area=homs

