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CHARLES LOUIS ALPHONSE LAVERAN (1845-1922). Traité du palu-
disme. Paris: Masson, 1898.  

 

After graduating from the University of Strasbourg in 1867, Laveran be-
came an army physician like his well-known father. While stationed at 
Constantine in Algeria, he discovered the malaria parasite which he 
named Oscillatia malariae. One of the great discoveries of modern medi-
cine, it was announced in 1880. Laveran later served as professor of mili-
tary hygiene at Val de Grâce and, resigning from the army, went to the 
Pasteur Institute where he devoted the remainder of his life to research 
and experimentation in tropical medicine and parasitology. He received 
the Nobel prize for medicine in 1907. The cited work is the last of four 
separate treatises on malaria published by Laveran. In it, he summarizes 
the long history of the study of malaria, fully describes his own discovery 

of the malaria parasite as well 
as its mosquito carrier, and 
places considerable emphasis 
on the importance and necessi-
ty of draining marshes and 
stagnant bodies of water. He 
also covers the clinical, patho-
logical, and therapeutic as-
pects of malaria and concludes 
with material on related para-
sitic diseases and problems yet 
to be solved. 


