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This talk concentrates on the procedural contributions Vesalius made in his
1543 De humani corporis fabrica. Vesalius began his medical studies at the
University of Paris, which was still a conservative institution that relied
heavily on readings from Galen and later Medieval summaries and re-
quired little or no hands-on dissection, even of an-
imals. Vesalius introduced a new regimen at the
University of Padua that called for hands-on dis-
section by the students themselves and visual test-
ing of anatomy rather than dependence upon
books. He relied upon a tag from Horace, "Given
to swear by the words of no man" which later be-
came the motto of the Royal Society.

If you are a person with a disability requiring an accommodation in order to participate in
this program, please contact Donna Hirst, Hardin Library for the Health Sciences (donna-
hirst@uiowa.edu), 335-9154. The UI History of Medicine Society website is located at:

http://hosted.lib.uiowa.edu/histmed/




