
Hardin Library for the Health Sciences Room 446 

University of Iowa 

Iowa City, IA  52242 

319/335-9154 

donna-hirst@uiowa.edu 

http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/ 

Notes from the  

John Martin Rare Book Room      

August 2013 

Bourgery's work is without question one of the most 

beautifully illustrated anatomical and surgical trea-

tises ever published in any language. The 726 hand-

colored lithographs were executed after drawings by 

Nicolas Henri Jacob (1781-1871), a pupil of David. 

Jacob made his drawings from dissections and other 

anatomical preparations. Bourgery studied medicine 

at Paris where he interned under Laennec and 

Dupuytren and won gold medals for excellence from 

the Paris faculty of medicine and hospital admin-

istration. After ten years as health officer at Romilly, 

Bourgery returned to Paris to continue his career in 

anatomy and surgery. Bourgery divided his treatise 

into four parts which covered descriptive anatomy, 

surgical anatomy and techniques, general anatomy, 

and embryology and microscopic anatomy. Four vol-

umes of the set are devoted to surgical anatomy and 

cover in detail nearly all the major operations that 

were performed during the first half of the nineteenth 

century. 
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