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Sir Charles Bell, a Scottish surgeon and anatomist, was one of the greatest scien-
tists in medical history. Educated at the University of Edinburgh, he spent the ma-
jor part of his professional career in London before returning to his alma mater as 
professor of surgery for the last few years of his life. Among his many contribu-
tions to medical science may be included his role in establishing the motor and sen-
sory pathways of the spinal nerves. All his discoveries were, in his own phrase, 
"deductions from anatomy." In addition to his preeminence as an anatomist, physi-
ologist, neurologist, and surgeon, Bell was also an accomplished artist. All the 
drawings for the illustrations in his books were made by him, and they stand unri-
valed for their facility, elegance, and accuracy. His book “A system of dissections” 
represented Bell's first independent publication as an author and appeared when he 
was twenty-four. The first volume of this book covers dissection of the abdomen, 
thorax, pelvis, thigh, and leg. Volume II co-
vers dissection of the arm, neck, face, and 
nerves of the viscera, brain, and eye. The sur-
gical techniques herein described are surpris-
ingly modern. The illustrations, drawn by the 
author, are mostly colored and are exception-
ally graphic and instructive. 
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