Dates are August 2-November 23, [1844?] 

C.M. Calkin writing to Sister Angelina from the east
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Heading and top of pages have disintegrated with age.

Dates are August 22-November 23—would it be 1844?
A previous diary of this trip was dated July 1-15, 1844

No date

First entry has note: “Cold like autumn this morning”    …..took Wed, from me $21.00 when disinclined to give names.  Mentioned two or three and I inquired from one to another generally get nothing, finally by the time the morning train came along, I had collected $6.00 cash and $2.50 goods.  11 ½ o’clock.
Went to New Haven 18 m fare 75c.  Spent the rest of the day N.H. get clocks of Mr. Chauncey Sarcone 2 boxes took delivery and supper with Mr. J. Wilcoxon.  Took S. boat eve for N.Y.

. . . . Fare $1.50.  Freight on boxes clocks $0.66.

Luggage N.Y. 25c.

Spent the day in NY Brooklyn got nothing.  Rev Patnurn of Middleborough Mass was expecting his parish.

Make arrangements for shipping goods with A. Wheeler, agent from 6-day line to Chicago.  Took dinner at Ritualizing House with Mr. Smith.

Took passage onboard Barge Exchange from Poughkeepsie at 5 o’clock p.m., fare 75c, distance 80 m.

August 23
Rain morning.  This morning went to Mr. Hoonpafts and Mr. Barnes, got the money they promised last year 6 m,  ____ Wm R. Hail forgotten all about it.
Took passage about 12 o’clock onboard S.B. Enterprise of Troy from Hudson 45 m, 75c.  On board 3 p.m. . . . . Called on Rev. Gosman, Rev. O  ____just as starting a journey.  Just nothing will make an effort in 3 or 4 weeks.

. . . . promised to do something in their chu.

Started for Edgemont about 5 o’clock, got a ride 13 m on the way, then went 6 m further which left me a.m. or two further from E. then at (3) and stop night with Mr. Colbuner with whom I rode. [really doesn’t make sense]

August 24

This morning went to Edgemont 8 m, 22 from Hudson, to get here traveled 30.

Rode to Barington [MA] 4 m with Ben S. Kearner called on Rev. Turner (found him in a cave).  No prospect of getting anything except for the ladies soc, called on the Pres Mrs. ____, goods are ready.

Returned to E 4 ms foot called to see Rev Hall 3 or 4 times, has not returned from the Jubilee.

Took dinner at Cous Sanford Ramon, supper Uncle Plinn’s, stay night Cous Plinn.

August 25

. . . .  discount . . . .  of Salisbury CT  ____ M. L. Despin, not the day of small things.

August 26

This morning took Cous. Plinn’s horse and carriage.  Went to Norfolk CT 20 m, then 5 m to Rev Mincer who was so much obliged to me for calling on him last winter.  Took dinner.

Why I want to know if you are alive yet didn’t know but you taken sick and died or perm  ____ house been waiting of you so long.

Spent rest of the day got $5.00 took supr Widow Battles.  Stay night Rev. Eldridge.

Called on some this evening personally, generally got nothing.  From one individual—food, I can’t give anything Sir, I have been imposed upon enough in this ay.  Pleasant p.m.  Cold like autumn in morning.  Foggy.

. . . . Rev G. L. Browning Sharon request, answer at Troy NY.  Also one to Geo Goodwin Hartford CT.  Also Edward Blank Waterbury CT.  Finish collecting in Norfolk, got $11.50.

We turned to Edgmont 20 m. took dinner Uncle S, Supt Cous O’Connell, stay night Uncle S.  Plain cold morning.

August 28

Write to Rev. Richmond, stone, down beach to see Ladies Soc dwelling and Rev. Huser.  Rain some.  P.M. Went to Mr. Holenbeck with Uncle Stephen and Lorenzo.  Stay night.
August 29

Spent this day among the cousins.  Stop night Uncle Plinn.  Pleasant.

August 30

This morning went Barrington 4 m.  Got barrel goods to  ____ of SKNS estimated at $90.  West to state line 12 m.  Ride 5 pay 6 ¼ cts, took car for Albany 38 m, fare 90 cts.  Stop Boston.  RR Temperance house 37.  Bean sheet Albany S. Holmes Lodge 25 cts.

Morning went to Troy [NY] 6 m.  The Bever School mailed 6 letters for the  ____  Took passage for Whitehall [NY] and packet reserve Capt. C. H. Adams.  Fare 50 cts including dinner, distance 66 m.  Arrived at W. Hall in the night.

Traveled this month:  On foot 138 miles; private ride 186 m; S. boat 257 m, Fare $4.00; R.R 207 m, Fare $5.45; Packet 66 m, Fare 50 cts.

September 1

Sabbath.  Pleasant.  Spent this day at Fair Haven VT 9 m with Rev. O.D. Hine
September 2

Went to Ben Bosneys in Rutland [VT] 19 m.  Stop night.  Rain P.M.

September 3

This morning Ben Barney’s son went with me to Leicester [VT], 21 m with horse and carriage, took dinner with Mr. S.B. Spaulding in Brandon of whom I purchased a cooking stove.  From Leicester to Vergennes [VT] 23 m.  Got ride.  Stay night Hossy Adams.  Cool comfortable traveling.

September 4

This afternoon went to S.B. Landing 7 m, about 7 o’clock took passage on the Savanna for Plattsburgh [VT], 46 m.  arrive about midnight.  Stay tavern.  Warm day, cold strong wind on lake.

September 5

Morning took breakfast with Doby.  Left with him a statement which he is to show his people this evening at meeting.  Went to Beekmantown [NY], 6 m. took dinner with Rev. Luther.  Went to Wm Chatterton 3 m. stay night.  Pleasant day.

September 6

This morning took Mr. Chatterton’s horse ride to Plattsburgh 2 m, left it at Mr. Dodge’s, took boat for St. Albans [VT] 24 m.  Fare 50 c.  Winooski.  Took dinner at C.B. Cadz for me some names.  Went to St. A. Center 3 m.  Called on Rev Smith, got no assistance, nor even approbation.  Have so many calls from Canada, does not think it to be their duty to assist us.
Have you any objection to my calling on individuals and tell them my story and let them do as they please?

I am not willing that you should make use of my name at all.

Well, I mean without using your name.

Well to carry out my position I should not think it best.

Took supr Ben Hoit.  Stay night A.H. Huntington.

September 7

This morning finished  ____in St. Albans by inquiring  ____to another succeeding in collecting $16.12 ½ and no obligation to Mr. Smith.

Returned to landing took dinner again with Mr. Cadz and boat for Plattsbourgh 24 m, fare 50 cts. From there to Chattertons in Beekmantown [NY[ 8 m.  Stop Sabbath, pleasant day.

September 8

Sabbath at Beekmantown.  Rev Luther text.  If you will deal kindly and truly with my masters tell me and if not tell me good.

September 9

This morning went to Mr. Luther 3 m.  Ride with him to Plattsburg 6 m.  Prospect here poor.  In debt trying to extricate themselves from? ____how to do it.  Left home and c to be.  Finally with Mr. Cadz assistance, got $4.25 cash, $3.75 goods.  Took dinner with Mr. Cadz.  

Took passage in mail wagon at 5 ½ o’clock, fare 75 cts.  Paid by Mr. Nichols through Mr. Cadz’ influence.

n.a.

. . . . Reber [NY[ 15 m. . . . . .at 8:00 from there started about 11 o’clock night for Etown with mail.  Arrived Elizabethtown [NY] 22 m, fare 50 c at 5 o’clock and took breakfast with Geo. Knox.  Went to Bro N 3 m
September 13

Spent the time since last date with Bro. N & K.  Went to Keene Lewis Jay Asable  ____ Forks.  Travel 58 m.

This a.m. went to West Point [NY] 12 m with N & K load of uncles, aunts, cousins and to a potluck meeting.

Took passage on board the Burlington Capt. Sherman at 11 o’clock N & K for Whitehall [NY] 45 m, fare $1.25

September 14

Went to Troy 66 m, pocket Montral paid $1.00.  Stay night at American Hotel Shephard Willow.

September 15

Sabbath.

September 16

This morning Mr. Ben  ____gave me names and by hard work I collected $6.25  ____in debt.  Much as can do it.  Took dinner today with Mr. O. Montague  ____.

Went to Albany [NY] 6 m.  S.B. Jno. C. Hasett, fare 12 cts.

Called on Rev. Samuel W. Fisher 10 cts.  Says they are just new encumbering considerable experience in preparing their own house which has been injured by fire recently.  Wish I had come at some other time fear not get much.  Gave me line of recommends.  Promised lodging at Mr. T. Fassitt Patrook.

September 17

Spent this day looking for goods that I expedite here and cannot find.  Write to Mr. Spaulding of Brandon and Rev. Doorsie Chenbaum by postmaster.  I saw Paul Hudson and requested a msg at Albany. 
Took passage on board the Ware for NY, 150 m, fare 25 cts.

September 25

This mo this far has been warm, dry and dusty where I have been.  As much so as any through the seasons.  This day rain all day, still is not cold.

September 26 & 27

Cold

September 28

Rain p.m., cold.

September 29

Cold, rain hard and wind blow down trees, awnings, etc. in  ____

Spent this day (Sabbath) in Brooklyn [NY] with Mr. Dan O. Calkins.

September 30

Pleasant but cold.  Spent this afternoon in NY and all the time since the morning of the 18th.  Have collected in cash $123, goods $4.50 and 2 copies of the NY Evangelist and ten copies of the Youth’s Cabinet Subjects also.  Evangelist to commence 1st Nov on 1844 and Cabinet where called from.  Stopped  ____in NY this . . . . with Bannajah Smith at Bible repository, 115 Nassan Street and with Dan O. Calkins in Brooklyn.

. . . . OK.  It is a fearful thing that thus every soul should cling around a being of the clay that passes on the Passing Day!  To store in such a little urn the oil from which our lamp must burn.  Thomas Pierce the very ____ through

And he who loves must tremble too

It is a thing for an anxious fear

It is a thing for others dead

What unseen peril have mean

From work is that sustaining thread

It is a thing for ceaseless prayer

Lest couth not human of its part

And passion only prove a snare

To raise an idol in the heart.

Come then with me, my gentle guide

A morning angel by my side

Restrain the way sound steps that err

My watchful guard, my counselor.

October 1

Arrived at Hudson [NY] from NY in the night (last) onto the Westchester, fare $1.50, distance 120 m.  Pleasant cond.

Was in hopes that something would be collected from ____.  Called on Mr. Paul and have got nothing collected.  If they do they will send it to Josiah.

Took a ____ from Albany 30 m, fare 50 c.

October 2

I spent the balance of yesterday and today until 5 o’clock p.m. in Albany and Troy putting goods off.  Took dinner today with ____ at 5 took car for Utica [NY].

October 3

Arrived at Utica this morning about 1 o’clock.  96 miles from Albany.  Long train of cars crowded full, returning from democrat meeting at Albany.  One man died on the way said to had a fit, said to have been intoxicated.  (Stand up good share of the way to come off so)  Set in bar room until daylight.

Called on Rev. Porter gave me four names and $1, called on some got nothing.  Some say they are $1000? In arrears with Mr. Porter which they have to raise soon, others say they do not give for such objects.  Have done so but negated it after.

Took dinner with Mr. P.  Took car at 31/2 o’clock p.m. for Rochester [NY].  Rain p.m. and yet.  Reached Rochester about 3 o’clock a.m.  Went to Rochester House and doze away the time until daylight.

October 4

This morning called on Rev Shaw after looking at my papers and hearing my story said “Well, Bro Calkin, I think you have got your share with some success.  All you ought to have called on Rev. Hall.  We don’t give for building meeting houses from principle.  Any church can build as good as they need.  If they cannot build, they cannot sustain afterwards.”
We question the disadvantage under which a church labors the better, the more they will prosper.  It is a principle in Gods plan that their disadvantage shall be their advantage.

Took line boat this p.m. to Lockport [NY] to spend the Sabbath.  Cold, cloudy.

October 5

Arrived at Lockport [NY] this p.m., 64 m, 24 hours travel, fare 69 c., eat 7 c.  Stop Jas Goodrich from L.P. In totaling on board boat today up the amount I have collected.  I make out that I have recvd $400.00 more than I can give any account of.  What has become of it?  I cannot form any idea.  Am not conscious of having lost even the amount of one cent.  How can it be possible?

October 6

Pleasant, cold out of the sun.  Sabbath.  Attend Baptist Ch with Mr. Goodrich.  $400.00!  I shall not be able to raise that amount out of what I have at L & L.S.? if I could I would at home with some confidence and replenish what is lost but no.

How can I report my loss to the church?

p.m.  Returned from church and took my book and found that I had made a mistake in carrying/counting.

Feel a good deal more sociable this evening.

October 7

This morning at first went to Niagara Falls [NY], 24 m, R.R. fare 75 c, arrive at 10.  Slow travel dusty car.  Spent a few hours looking at the falls.  Crossed the river, went from the ferry up to the fall under the bank, sometimes so far from the edge that the water dropping from the edge overhead would fall 20 or 30 feet beyond me.
Went to the steps? So near that the spray came like a shower of rain and was like to wet my clothes through entirely.

Went up the steps to top of the bank.  On table rock which is the best view of the falls that can be obtained.

Called on a few individuals, got $2.50 goods, 50 c cash and a ticket of fare to Buffalo [NY[, 50 m.  

Stop night with Mr. E.P. Graves about 2 m. below the falls.  Spent 22 hours here.  Cold.

October 8

Pleasant strong wind, lake rough.

This morning went Buffalo 20 m. on the Waterloo, arrive about 1 o’clock.

Rev. A. T. Hopkins absent, called on some individuals, got no encouragement.  Stay night at Temperance House, C.A. Bennet.

October 9

Took passage this morning at 9 ½ o’clock for Cleveland [OH] 200 m on board the Lexington.  Fare $2.50, cabin would have been $5.00.  Pleasant day, lake rough from yesterday’s blow.  Goods to be shipped by the propeller Independence which will leave on Saturday, 12th.  Freight to be 25 c per h.h.d. for heavy plus 35 c for light goods and no charge for shipping at Buffalo.  Paid Geo. Davis of Buffalo on freight $25.00

October 10

Reached Cleveland [OH] this morning about 10 o’clock.  Took dinner Milt E. Meyer.  Collect $10.50.  Met Mr. Fetch rode home with him 17 m.  Stay night there, met Rev Willard and wife.  Drizzling rain.
October 11

Went to Oberlin [OH] 18 m ride.  Here found Bro Asa and family.

October 14

Spent the time since the 11th at Oberlin.  This morning started for Norwalk [OH].  Ride with Asa 7 m. ____ N. 28th m at dusk of evening.

Call on Rev  ____ (fairly muddy).  Got no encouragement.

Went to Milan [OH[ 5 m.  Stop Temperance House (33 m—26 on foot after 11 o’clock a.m.)

October 15

Took breakfast and harvest dinner Mr. Waggner.  Attend Dr. Harris funeral.  Call on Rev  ____.  Said must build our own house.

October 16

Lower Sandusky [OH].  Came here last night by stage, camping with Mr. Clark Waggoner who paid my fare $1.50.

P.M. went to Aunt Betts? Folks, stop night.  Cold.

October 17

Went to Rising Son [OH] 15 m to Lee Bennets, collect debt.  Cold.

October 18

Went to look at house with Bert ?.  Returned to Bettsville [OH] 13 m.  P.M. stop night Gibsonburg [OH].  Had wind at night.
October 19

Returned to Sandusky [OH]

October 21

Rain.  Stormy since last date.

October 28?

Snow, 3 or 4 inches.  This day engaged 

November 3

Very pleasant since last date.  Rain today.

November 7

Spent the time since October 16th in Lower Sandusky and vicinity.

This morning started in company with Lewis A. Harris for Iowa.  Stop night at Temperance House.  Lewis Ramsey 3 m West of Maumee [OH] 36 m. from L. Sandusky through Perrysburgh to Maumee.  Pleasant but strong south wind.

November 8

This day traveled through Sylvania [OH] 9 m, Blissfield [MI] 11 m, Palmgraf 5 m. to Tecumseh [MI] 10 making 35 and most of the way very rough road.  Cool.

November 9

This day traveled from Tecumseh [MI] to within one mile of Jonesville [MI] through junction on Chicago Turnpike 15 m, Kalamazoo [MI] 15 m to Mr. Lyman Nethasmay’s 9 m making 39 m travel.  Very hilly country.  Feed Harris noon at Nenhunz’s west of junction Chicago Turnpike 2 or 3 m I think.  Mr. Harris went on.  Pleasant day froze hard last night.  Rain evening.

November 10

Sabbath.  Attend ch in Jonesville.  Rev Taylor.  Warm pleasant.

November 11

This day traveled from through Jonesville 1 m Coldwater [MI] 18? M, Bronson [MI] 12 m and stop night 8 m. west of B making 39 m.  Cloudy.

November 12

This day traveled through Sturgus Prairie [MI] 7 m to White Pigeon [MI] 12 m took dinner with Rev. Henry Northrop.  West south to Mr. Squier See or Lee 11 ½ m in Middlebury [IN] 1 ½ m so e of the Center.  Stop night 30 m, cold rainy day.

November 13

Bristol [IN] 8 ½ m, Elkhart [IN], ? m.  Stop night 2 m east Mrs. L. Huka? 10 m.  26 ½ m.  Learned today that Mr. Harris who left me Sabbath morning at Jonesville was out 12 m. ahead of me on Tuesday noon.  Very cold, froze through the day.
November 14

To Mishawaka [IN] 8 m South Bend [IN] of Mount Sterling 4, Plainfield 8, Junction of LaPorte [IN] and Michigan City [IN] roads 5 m and then 16 m. and stay night 5 m. east of Michigan City, 35 m.  Cool pleasant.

November 15

To Michigan City, Liverpool 24 m and then 7 m further stop night Lake Station? Lewis Tenant 36 m.

November 16

To  ____ Jno Sherman 17 m, feed, took dinner then to Chicago [IL] 17 m, 31 m. rain Saturday night.

November 19

Spent time since Saturday in Chicago, stop at Chicago Temperance House, roomed with M. J. Johns.  This morning started goods for Dixon by John Leake for $10.  P.M. went to Inquiry? Temple, 17 m.  Stop night.  Pleasant but cold.

November 20

To Naperville [IL] 14 m.  Took dinner Rev. Picson.  Spent the P.M. trying to be subscriptions to Cabinet 1 1/8 c National  ____ and while waiting for teams put more stop night with Edwin Lockenwood 2 m, west afternoon very friendly 28 m.  Take cabinet.  Very pleasant.

November 21

To Millbrook [IL] 12 m then w m west of Rochelle [IL] making 17 m. and stop night at Mr. Bentus 29 m.  Cold, foggy.
November 22

To Franklin Grove [IL] 21 m., then to Temperance House 5 m.  Stop night with Hiram Miller 26 m.  Cold house, foggy.

November 23

This morning went to Dixon [IL] 10 m, waited for the good to come, tried to engage team to go to Clinton [IA[, heard of one Davis living 3 m out on the Galena road who should be likely to go as near reasonable as anyone.

Waited until evening, goods did not come, learned further out of the trails wagon broke, not get in before Monday.

Went to Mr. Lewis, got set up for the Sabbath.  Funny? story, west wind and very cold.

Transcribed with Mr. Calkin’s spelling by Karen Petersen Groves
August 10, 2011
Note:  I did look at maps and spell towns as on map in most cases rather than his spelling.

