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Medford Mass
July 1st, 1844

Sister Angelina, I returned to keep my journal this month as addressed to you to repeat personal conversations to this extent, for your announcements and information and perhaps make some comments.  Another object I have in being particular is improvement.

I came here on Friday of last week in company with Rev. Bingham one of the 1st missionaries to the Sandwich Islands, and Rev Benet of ___ and their ladies.  Mr. B came to bring Mr. Bingham so I came with them.  Mr. Bt is a very frank openhearted man somewhat given to fun but resolute determined and preserving.  When he once makes up his mind to what is right, this is the reputation he has.
Mr. Bm is a sociable, frank, fine looking man, rather dark, doubtless of a good deal of worth.

On the way we called on a widow lady.  Mr. Bt introduced us as Mr. Bm of Sandwich Islands and Mr. Iowa.  I cannot make him remember my name in his good head and his way of doing business he put the ___ on Mr. Bm had to sing a sandwich Island hymn and tell something about their opinions and then I must tell about Iowa tie.
Well Saturday I collected $22.  Last evening told own story at the concert at the close an opportunity was given for anyone who felt inclined to give something.  Nothing given however.

This morning called at the Counting Room.

Is Mr. ___ in?

Yes that’s my name.

My name is Calkin, Sir.

I know it sir, I know you but I have no disposition or wish to see you.

Then you know my business I suppose.

Yes, no man, who has a dollar need mistake the business of Agents he will be sure to be thoroughly indoctrinated.  I have nothing to give sir.

Can you tell me where Mr. __ lives?

In that new house.

Thank you, sir, good morning.

No reply.

The next 3 or 4 individuals were very friendly.  Then I called on Mr. Saul Ridden.

I just gave $20 the other day for an object like this, I don’t see as I can do anything for you now, it is a noble object but really I do not see as I can assist you.  Will you let me see your subscriptions list if you please.

Well, I tell you what it is.  I’ll patronize it.  Every man who has property ought to remember that he has it from the head of the Church even and no man on his dying bed is rejected having done something.  I hope you will succeed.

Gave me $5.00.

Collected today $10.81 making in Medford [MA] $32.81.
July 2, Charlestown [?[

Came here yesterday p.m. with Mr. Joel Hull of Medford who very kindly gave me a ride here 5 m. and introduced me into Mr. Carlston’s family on Harvard St where Rev Humphrey boards.  They are a very fine family.

Mr. Humphrey has been conversing with the Joels about our object prospects and are not very encouraging as they are several people ch in the vicinity which they feel bound to assist.  He will ascertain more and let me know in a day or two.

Boston [MA] in a.m.  Called on Rev. Meachem enjoyed Sunday 2nd p.m.  Called on Wm. Roper to whom I had a line of introduction from Rev. Stone explaining my purpose.

I have no doubt that all is right on your part but I have been deceived before now.  When everything appeared I feel as it does here you ought to get someone who is acquainted here to go some with you that people may have confidence.  We are implored upon so much and then you must not expect much from any calls of this kind.  I will give you a little but you ought to get something that will give you confidence.  Here take this line from Mr. Stone and go to C Dana at the S.S. Depository and get him to direct you and then you came ___ to me again.

Mr. Fink this morning and Mr. Carleton $32.  First cucumber this morning at breakfast.  At what time will you be in that I can call on you again?

Almost any time but I want you to find someone who will take more interest in the object to give you a start.  I have only a general interest.

Went to SSK?.  Called on Mr. Gavin—no interest.  Can’t render you any assistance.

A stranger (on notice a clergyman from the county somewhere) is trying to get SS Book in the course of injunction with him now and here is a man who wants to get money to build a meeting house in Iowa.

Some inquiry about the place.  Told my story to them.

Well there is money enough here if you can only get it.

I know that but the difficulty is to get it.

Well, go ahead, hold up your head and don’t be ashamed of your object perseverance.  Why did not your minister come, then he could go into the pulpit?  We could not spare him if he had come they would not get it into the pulpit.  As he was leaving said to Mr. D., come, man, give this man some information, assist him a little.

Mr. B, I cannot tell him who to call on.  I don’t know anything about it.  This is Bea Mois? No. 11 mandate now.  He can advise you what course to take.  He is not in a situation to do much firm help but will give you advice and information.
Will not  ___treat  ___me coldly?

No, he is a very kind sympathizing man.

Called at Bea M’s store, not in public, will not until after dinner, you can find him here about half past 2 o’clock.

Called at his residence No. 15 Lagrange Place.  Not in, be in half past 1 o’clock.  Lounge about awhile and returned after the time but he had not arrived.

Well, you walk in line and wait for him, he will be in soon to dinner.

Presently he came—showed him my papers.

Well, I suppose you have been about enough to know that we think it is more important to sustain the great objects and the building of houses be done by the people where they are, let them build such as they can and what we do for them, let it be in the way of pacifying the neighbors S.S. Library.

I know that is the feeling of some.  Then told him my own situation and I as directed to you to get some inspiration ___and directions.
My views are such as I have expressed to you and as to encouraging you to go about in our congregation on sanctioning the object—I cannot do it until we get so that we can do more than to sustain the other more explicit objects.  People ought to build their own houses, except when a mighty has personal friends at the last, let him apply to them.  Or if I had children then I would assist as a matter of personal interest.  There are a great many that need assistance.

Yes, and unless they get it, then was loose ___?  We must look in Iowa while we join in others (shutting the door upon me?).

Took dinner today with an officer I picked up in the ___.

Went to town of Beechon again 2 hrs wait over according to appointment only it is 2 ½ by this time instead of 2 o’clock p.m.

Well, sir, I will look at your papers.  I spoke to Mr. Fink about it since I saw you.  He says he always tells the Brethren when they come for objectivity of this kind, that the city is before you get what you can.  He thinks that is all that ought to be required of or expected from the ministers.

I will give so much ($2) and should be glad to assist you other ways but I know how it would be considered by the clergymen here, and the people I have but recently settled among them.

I do not wish you to do anything that you would not feel perfectly free in doing, would you have any objections to saying (if it is so) that you are acquainted with the signature which I have to my papers to recom the objection so far as imposition is congenial I met with an objection of the kind this morning.

Oh yes, I have no objections to that and you know Mr. Fink—your papers and I presume he will do the same.

Called on Mr. Fink’s residence not in until 7 o’clock.  Went to Chelsea 9 m. Called on Mr. Langworthy.

You have come to the wrong place.  We are very much burdened with our own debt and are struggling here to extricate ourselves fully.  When encouraged to build by the Boston people who assured us they would assist but they have done but very little.  I wish we could give you $50 but under the circumstances it will not be consistent to attempt at Malden their several wealthy people they are able to do considerable.  We have no wealthy people among us.
Went to Malden [MA] 4 m.  Stay with Rev C. Goodrich, took supper with 2 or 3 cookies a glass of lemonade which Mrs. G. gave me as a sort of lunch, so late they supposed I had taken supper.  
I think the best may well be for me to collect what I can and send it to you at the Rooms Boston as soon as next Monday.  I can do it better than anyone else they live very scattered and they are but very few who are able to do anything—most of them are labourers.  At Chelsea they have a wealthy city.  Here is $2 I will send you.

Mr. Langworthy gave me the impression that yours was the most able.  They are two to one stronger than we are.  Collected today $4 Expence $0.06 ½.

July 3

This morning went to Charlestown 3 m.  Called on Rev. Humphrey again.  I have not had time to see our people yet but the more I think of it the more I think that the fact that the ch as at Cambridge depend on us will prevent us from assisting you, but I will see if we can do anything.  I will let you know at the Waterton? Depository Newton?  Mr. Budington has returned, have you seen him?

Called on Mr. B.  Cannot do anything at present for the reason that the chs at Cambridge are depending on us.  Would be glad to offer but Pres Ch have entered into a system of Ch extensions they call it a system for building houses and I do not know why we should not.

I think something will have to be done there are so many feeble ch in the West who are unable to building their houses and they are unable to bring the gospel to bare upon the minds of men without them.

Returned and took dinner with Mr. H. and then went to Boston.  Called at Mr. Frinks.  Absent until Friday.  Met Mr. Ropes in st gave me $5 not because he thought he ought to but to induce others to.

Called on Joe Bancroft, was referred to him by Iowa, Williams of Elizabethtown [NY].  Gave me $2 rather grudgingly.

Can you direct me to any other individual who would take an interest in such an object.

I wish everybody might.  I did not give you this because I thought it was my duty to but because you asked me to.  You say you give your time and feel considerable interest.  I hope it will do good.  I am acquainted with Mr. Beechen he gave you something.  

He have me $2.  

This is his signature.  

s it?  

It is.

There is a vast amount of deception in this world, we do not know when we are doing right.

I know there is.  I have heard of several cases where people have patronized object and repeated it often but I hope and trust they will never have occasions for this.  Can you inform me to anyone?

No, I do not think of any.

Went to So Boston [MA] ½ m.  Called at ____ absent until Friday.
Went to Roxburg? 2 m.  Called on Mr. Thompson, showed him my papers and told him my story.

Is this a pres, ch

It is, of the new school.

Is there another?

There is, old school.  Those divisions are many and from that circumstance I cannot conscientiously make my people to do anything or do anything myself.  My sympathies are more with the OS or theology but that makes no difference it is encouraging that split of divisions.  Have you had tea?  Come go in the other room and take tea.

Talked about one thing or other finally he says I wish I could conscientiously give you some encouragement.  I know how you feel you have been gone from home a long time and not to return and be about something else and not to get your house built.

Gave me a ticket for a seat in an omnibus for Boston, Stay night at Broomfield House.  Collected today $7.00 expence $0.01 ½.

July 4th

This morning went to Lacheyten? 6 m.  Called on Rev. Jim Lodman, very wealthy, got nothing.

On the way back to B. called at a farmhouse got a dish of bread and milk for breakfast (10 cts).

Expecting some letters today mail comes in at 12 o’clock so I wait a considerable crowd on the common.  SS cold water armies 

1 o’clock p.m. P.O. will not be open until 7 o’clock tomorrow morning stores are shut, no business doing today.  It appears to be the 4th of July with all classes of people.

Many on the common.  [Several unreadable words describing the scene] music, marching up and down the streets.  The truck men are out in their uniform (white short frocks) on horseback 87 in no.  Splendid fireworks in the evening.  The common almost covered with people.  Collect 00 today, expence $0.10 breakfast.
July 5th

This morning waited until 7 o’clock got nothing from P.O.

Went to Rev Mr. Cousins 8 m on the way to Randolph—got a ride 4 m.

Mr. C. Ourch has been struggling have to extricate itself from embarrassments they are a small colony which came off without anything a tall.  The object is a good one and I wish it was in our power to assist you.  I wish I could personally but I am down 3000 dollars in debt.  [I really cannot distinguish number of zeroes in debt amount.] Talked awhile about one thing or other.

Well, since you seem to be disposed to assist if you had the means, perhaps you would let me have a dish of bread and milk as I have not had breakfast.

O yes certainly very happy to accommodate you.  It was so late I supposed you must have had breakfast.

I seldom ask for anything for myself but I saw you appeared desperate to assist and I wish to save expence.

Certainly I am happy to accommodate you.  I respect you the more for your frankness.

Went to Randolph 6 ½ m ride 4 with a young Bostonian, very much of a gentleman.

Called on Mr. Alden where I have been before once or twice, they trust me very kindly and urge me to come as often as is convenient but he disapproves of our course.  Still he gave me $5.
Well how have you succeeded?  Not as well as I did while I was absent before.  Collected between 40 & 50 collars.

How much did you get in Boston?

I only got $9.  I cannot get hold of them, they set their faces against such objects.

They are in the right of it, these applications ought not to be made at the cost every dollar you get costs them.

How so?

Why it takes so  much from the other objects which are so much more important . about their operations of the different boards of Benevolent Enterprises is going to give any less to the other objects for giving me a little?

Yes, he has but so much to give at any rate and when that’s gone, he’ll not give any more.  I throw out these remarks for your consideration when you return for I think when you get enough you will reason just as I do upon the subject.

Well I do not know that I shall but at present I see no other way to finish what I have undertaken.

I do not say that you ought not, since you have commenced and they have it seems on the strength of what you are doing, already involved themselves.

Stayed and took dinner with the Rev and left with him for safe keeping $64.50.  [Penned in margin were words “left with $84.50”]

Mrs. A.  Are you going to leave this p.m. Mr. Calkin?  I am going to one of the neighbors.

I intend to Ma-am.

Why don’t you stay and rest yourself a day or two?  I should think you would get beat out entirely.

I cannot spare the time.

Well you will be here again before you leave .  Will you?

Probably I shall as I am leaving some money with B.

Well then, I will not bid you good-by yet.

Offered to do some washing for me.  Dr. A gave some information of the Parish around a list of Clergy and names & c & a ride to Braintree [MA] 4m on the way said I don’t know how you will find Rev at ____ for stories? He is I don’t know but you will find him of more “stiff”? than I am.
Well it will be no more than 9 hour forward before if I do.  I have found others stiffer than you are, but for different reasons.

What reasons did they give?

Some say it is nothing but pride that presents us to ask assistance.  We are too proud to use such a house as we can build ourselves.  Others say we do not need any better house than we can build at any rate.  We are not proud to use any better.

To say that it is Pride is a mere thing.  There is no reason in that and I think you do need a better house than you can build in such a place, and especially as other denominations have good houses.  But it costs too much to get it.  Your own time is worth $200 at least and your expences $200 more.  Now take the amount it will cost to build your house and lay it out in sending ministers there and it will do more good.  I appreciate your motives and your perseverance  and the motives of the church but think it is not best.
July 5th P.M.

Called on Rev. Stores  Quite an elderly man very mild in his manners.

I think you would not be able to get much of anything, this is a feeble parish.  I really should not know who to refer you to with prospect of getting anything.  There is $5 if it will be of any service you are welcome to it, I do not think you would get as much more in the whole parish.

Went to Union So, Brookline and then 2 m with Rev. J. Perkins.

I always like to give a cordial reaction to a Bro who is engaged in a proud cause and assist him if I can.  But the agent for the education is to be here next Sabbath and I do not think it would be duty to admit this object.  There are one or two individuals here who give away all their income and have for a number of years.  There is Dan Newcomb resolved years ago that he would never be worth any more property and he has kept the resolution and he has given away more than that already this season so it would be of no use to call on him.

Went to North Weymouth 3 mi.  Rev Emery absent on journey.  Called on Ed Humphrey.

Well I must give something I suppose.  I don’t know how much I ought to, don’t know the merits of this case.  Gave me $2.00.  Gave me some names.  Stay night with Rev. Bates.  Cold evening, windy.

Collect today $7.00, expence $1.00 Tavern Bill Boston

July 6

This morning called on the individuals whose names were given to me.  Collected $5.50.

Went to So Weymouth 4 m.  Rev Wals Lewis.  We have a feeble parish.  There has been a division here and an attempt to break up my ch and it has reduced our ability ½. 

Took dinner with Mr. Lewis and done some writing and left with an invitation to call again.

Went to No Arlington 3 m, saw Rev W. Pierce.
Have you had dinner, sir?

I have.

This is a feeble parish, it lately colonised and has built a house and is in debt for it—very much burdened.

I do not feel as though it would be our duty under the circumstances and considering that there are wealthy chs around here that are abundantly able.  I think you will get something in this region, however.

After some further talk, took my leave.

You may say you have been to dinner, sir.

Yes, sir.

Went to East Abington, 3 m, saw Rev. H. Walker.  Absent—be at house by and by.  Will you walk in, sir and wait for him?

If you please.

I cannot call you by name although I may have seen you before.  

My name is Calkin.  I am a stranger in this region.  I am from the Far West.

Spent the time writing until Mr. W. returned, he is a little man but very kind indeed.

I think you will get something (took supper).  There is Mr. Abner Curtis if it takes with him perhaps will give you $5.  Could do it as well as not, perhaps he will not give anything.

I would like to leave a statement of facts with you and get you to read them to more, I will go to Mr. Ward’s Parish.

Are you not going to stay with us tonight?

I thought I would go there if you present our object here.

I will but I was in hopes you would stay here and go with me to a Meeting down here about mile in standard? Kind of place.  It’s a real folklore? But I suppose you want to see Mr. Ward tonight.  Is there anything you wish for in preparation for the Sabbath?

I would like the privilege of sharing.

Waved and started off but finally returned and spent the night.

Now there is here (in the Parish) an agent for the Sabbath keeping society? And the requ of the education society? Is expected and have come so there are 3 agents of us at once.  Collected today $5.50.

July 7 Sabbath

This morning went to Abington Center 2 ½ m with Allen Frost supt SS there who lives here.  Mrs. F. gave me $1.00 on the way Mr. F said we are taking up collections in our SS to send a library to the West and it would give some instant if you would make some rounds.
It would not be consistent I suppose to turn those funds into any other church.

It would not now, as it was understood that it was to fund a library.

Certainly not without the consent of the school.

But after we get through with that which will be in about 6 weeks, I will propose to them to assist you and I am sure they will for they do anything that I propose.

How long would you probably keep the object before them?

Until you get enough.

Then I will leave my address with you and you can deposit and send it to me.

We called on Mr. Ward before meeting.

I wish you had been a little earlier so as to have gone to Mr. Powers today as we are to have the Sabbath course and the education course presented one in the a.m. and the other in the p.m.  I suppose you wish to present your object publicly.

I sometimes tell our humble story at the close of meeting or at a service.

Well you might do that.

Now those other two agents craftily state their story in both of these parishes.  Mr. Ed’s story at Mr. Walker’s a.m. and Mr. Jule’s story here at Mr. Ward’s in p.m., change places.

Told our story at Mon thirty? Concert pass Mr. ____ in his remarks commended the object also to the people.

July 8th

Stay last night at Mr. Poshoury King’s by invitation of his son Josiah T. King who is preparing for the ministry—very much interested in the West.

Went to East Abington 3 m. and collected $3.00 (all over the Parish)

Mr. Abner Curtis said he will try to raise $20 or $25 dollars and send to me in the course of the season.

Here I am Mr. Robert Rain a Methodist Minister (used to be but health failed) who has been to our place and is acquainted to Mr. Snyder.

Dear  ____ I don’t see why with such a futile soil as they have that they can’t build their own houses, it looks strange to me!!  The reason is they are poor and they are just lying.
Collect today $3.00 expence 25 cts postage.

Dinner today and stay night Rev. Walker.

July 9

Went to Abington again 3 m. took dinner with Len Cleverly get names of Mr. Ward.  Collect today $7.75.

Took super with Joshua Whitmarsh.  Stay night with Mrs. Makitabb Hunt, a widow lady who has had a large fortune left her and by her husband’s will she is to give to benevolent objects all that she does not need during her lifetime.  Gave me $10.

July 10th

This morning recvd R15.87 ½ making in Abington Center $24.12 ½.  Mr. Benj Frost is to propose to the SS to assist us when they get through with purchasing a library for the West which they are now doing.

Went to see Mr. Thomas in N. Abington 3 m. gave me $3.00.  Feeble parish yet, nothing more.

Went to Rev. Rockwood in Hanson 2 m.  Absent to attend funeral of wife’s father.  Called on Dan Smith took dinner left with him a line to Mr. Rockwood and a statement of the case, requesting him to present it and take a collection and send to me at Medfield if consistent.  Small parish not much hopes.

Very warm, but strong so wind and appearance of rain in evening.
Went to Kingston 12 m called on Rev Peck and took supper, very feeble parish, got nothing here.

Went to Plymouth 4 m, called on Rev. Josiah Robins, (no pastor). 

We have just been building a house and it is not paid for.  We have been weakened by division, have been doing all we can to keep along and I do not feel able to do anything.  If I did I would.  As I do not think there is a prospect of your doing much here, there are individuals that are able if you can make them think so, etc.

Went to tavern and put up for the night.

July 11th

This morning called on Rev. Gordon.  Told me about the same story which Rev Robins did but gave me $5 and a few names.  But they all with one consent made excuses and I got nothing more, spent the day here until 6 o’clock.  Cloudy, foggy, misty.

Went to Carver 8 m. stay night with Mr. Bishop Barrons.  Now this is a barren region (getting more and more) so all the way from the Weymouth Landing.

Between this and Plymouth there’s but very little but shrub oak and pine and huckleberries, real sandy, plain and 4 m. there is not a house.

Now that gent that over took me in a carriage and refused to let me ride although he was done, did not know how tired I was.

July 12th

A little drizzle of rain.  This morning at breakfast told them my business.

Took stage about 9 o’clock for New Bedford through Middleborough and Rochester where we are now waiting for the mail as I sit on the coach writing; one of those young men standing in the door is joking the others that I am drawing his portrait (but he did not intend that I should hear him evidently from the mention of his “peeking” up at me after he spoke from under his hat brim.

Arrived New Bedford 24 m by stage.  Fare $1.00.  Passed through Middleborough, Rochester, Mattapolette, and Fair Haven.

Called on Rev R.S. Hitchcock.

It is the most unfavorable time you could have come.  The church here is in real quarrel and it takes all their money for that they are divided.  A few have become disaffected and are leaving us which weakens our ability to do for distant objects very much   They have been quarreling now for 3 years.  When the matter is settled and they know who does learn and who doesn’t, they will be a better prospect.  I am sorry it is so, I think the object a very important one and wish you could get something but do not think you can now.
Left with him a statement which he agreed to present some 3 month hence.  Wonder if he will remember?

Went to So. Dartmouth 4 m. called on Rev A. Biglow.

The object is no doubt important but I will tell you what I have had to do and then you can judge what I am able to do for it.  I left my father at 21 without a dollar.  It has cost me about $1500 to get into the ministry and I have done it all with these hands in addition to that the appeal of settling in life furnishing house and church it has cost me nearly as much as it will you to build your house but I had longer time to do it in.  I wish I was able to give you $5,000.  but I will give you a line and a few names and that’s all I can do.

Calling on several people.  Called on one:  have as much as I can do here, really doesn’t feel that I can do this.  

Then called on another.  I don’t know what to think of it, see too many now.

Another try.  Got 75 cts.

Another try, Can’t give anything Sir.

The wife:  You must let your females work.  We have to, we repaired our house.

Stayed night with Mr. John Southworth, gave me $l6, very kind.

July 13th

This morning at breakfast there were but a small portion of the family present but very little said by these as they ate.  Why?  A son is to start at 5 o’clock on a voyage of 33 years at sea, round Cape Horn, and c.  Sad faces.  But the way he is acquainted with cousin Milo at Sandwich Island.  And now I remember I saw one in Boston who is acquainted with him.  Got from Southworth $10.

Went to Fall River 16 m.  (Ben Staples sent his horse and chair about 8 m to carry me.)  Called on Ben S. Washburn.
I can only say in relation to us we had an agent last Sabbath and we have one for temporary and in the education society have sent word that next Sabbath will really? Be the regular day for the object.

Well, I can only ay, I wish your good people knew our situation.

I’ve no doubt it would be interesting but this is our own situation.

Well, sir, I do not wish to make myself bothersome, but I have not had any dinner today and now if you will tell me frankly whether it will be in any way _____ then some to  _____ _____.

Well now, I will tell you about that.  We are only boarders here, and we had a pickup dinner today and the other  _____ had all there was left and I thought it was very scant.

Now I will do this on my own responsibility, I want you to take that ($1) and go to the tavern and get you a good dinner and have the rest for some other time.  I will take the dollar and put it in my pocket for the house and go and get some crackers.  No, I think you ought to get you a good dinner, it will not do for you to  ____.
No, I thank you.  I shant pay 50 cts for a dinner, here set it down on my book.  I think it is not best to set it down.  Yes sir.  I want your name.  Well, I’ll put it down 50 Cts.  No sir, put it all down.

Started off not knowing where to spend the Sabbath, learned that there was a feeble parish Berkley 12 m off so I started for that, could not learn the pastor’s name.  Overtaken by a man in a wagon, got a ride going to Middleborough, carry me for nothing.  Concluded to go with him and must provide for the result but he made so many stops I could not wait to ride so started from Berkley on foot.  On the way came to Freetown.
Called on Rev. E.W. Robinson.  Took supper.  At first is disposed to present it publically finally concluded it will be best to go with me to a few individuals, on Monday, thinks shall get as much.

Went on to Berkley (ride 2 ms) called on Rev. _____.  After dark told him my business, inquired where Rev. Mr. Chanalentin? Lives—he lives about a mile from here, talked awhile finally started out.

Well, it will not be so late that they will be gone to bed.

No, I guess not  _____ said.  

So I went on a mile or so before I came to any house.  Called at the first (just gone to bed).

Can you accommodate me with a night’s lodging provided I will behave myself decently?!

I don’t know as it will be convenient.

I should be glad to get in if I can, I have been traveling all day and am tired and as for the accommodations, I can sleep on the floor.  All I ask for is a place where I can lay down safely.  It is quite dark and I dislike to go further.

I don’t see as we can keep you.

Can we (talking in his hand and speaking to his wife a little while).  She said that its not convenient, I guess you can get in at second house.

It is so late they will be gone to bed and I shall not get in tonight.

I guess they won’t, its only a little distance, turn right in the  ____.


So I turned away rather riled in feeling, called at 2 houses (no light in the first) and after rapping and thumping my knuckles severely, (and all the time hearing them in the house) and about concluded I should not secure attention, a man poked his head out the window.
What is wanting?

I want to get a night’s lodging if I can.

I don’t see as we can accommodate you.

Don’t turn me off for pity sakes, its getting so late I shall not get in tonight.  People are all gone to bed.

I don’t see as we can take you in.

Let me come in and lay down on the floor is all I ask.

Why I really don’t see that we can accommodate you.  Have you been to the other part of the house?

I have not.

I guess you can get in there, go round to the other door.  Rapped and thumped.

Who’s there?

I am a stranger and want to get lodging for the night.

Guess you can’t get in here.

Well, son, will you let me sleep in your barn?  I have made 2 or 3 applications before and cannot get in.  All I ask for is a place when I can lay down in safety.

No reply but came and opened the door.)  I don’t wish to make you any trouble, just give me the privilege of lying on the floor.

We can find you a place to sleep Sir.  Did you say you had tried 2 or 3 times and could not get in?
Yes Sir.

Have you had supper?

I have.  

Finally showed me the way to bed, through the pantry, sink room, round the back way, up the ____ stairs into a little room over the kitchen where there was an old cooking stove stored away and many other things too numerous to name and some, I did not know what name to give a little low bed in one corner.  It was good enough but so different from what I have generally recvd since I became a Gentleman!!! (for I have either been entirely neglected or else I have had as good a room as anyone) but it appeared quite singular.  But any lodging was good; I slept safe and sound and the good man of the house called me to breakfast time in the morning.  At the table another gentleman made his appearance.  After we got through I said in my rushing last night I was in search of the Rev. Mr. Chamberlain.

Gentleman:  Well he is here.

Are you the gentleman?

Mary calls me so.

I then told him my business.

My Host:  If you had told me your business last night you would have got in at any of the houses along back there.

Mr. G:  What did I tell you Mr. Hathaway.  The scripture was about entertaining times.
July 14th

Presented our object publicly at the close of the service, took a subscription and collection all paid in, in the course of the day.  Got $14.15.  It is a county parish and small.

After meeting a gentleman came over to our house.

Well how much did you get?  Did you get enough to pay for calling and having such hard work to get in last night?  Now you must take a part of the blame to yourself.

Did I call at your house?

Yes, and if you had given half of a hint who you was or what you’re business was we could have provided you with a lodging.  If you had said one work that would have given us a hint of your character if you had said you wanted to see Mr. Chamberlain, it would have been enough.

Well I did not know it, I knew no more about your character then you did mine.

Well then is no one in the community that would turn you off under such circumstances (My Host I presume there are some who would ask the question “Who is Bro to the neighbours?  I don’t believe there is in this community.  Parish nature right too.  Well, I’ve been turned off at dark by ministers.  (To  ____ 5 m to next) but there are so many unprincipled men traveling alone that it is not safe to take in every one and in the night too.

Well, if you won’t find any more fault with me, I won’t with you.  ____ well let it pass.
Appears I find out how it was this morning.  I felt ashamed and sorry.

Did you find out before you went to meeting?

Yes, the young man who lives in the other part of the house was over here in the morning and when he went home he wanted to know if I know who I turned off last night, then told me how it was.  Well said.  If he were to take a part of the blame to himself if a part of it does belong to me, has to have given me a list of  ____ .

Pastor, how will you get along with passage that requires you an enticing? Strangers if you must know every man’s character.  Has you articulating him, you do not entertain strangers and how can you enterain angels unanimously.  If you know all about it beforehand I think it requires us to take in strangers without requiring of them a history of themselves. 

The poor man must have evidently embarrassed, after awhile he came back again and commenced upon the subject.

Pastor: Its well enough he was looking after me and he came where I was, it is providing  ____.  I only thought it was a good opportunity to introduce the subject.

It is the same to me as though he had lain outdoors.
Give yourself no uneasiness on that account.  Sir, its of no consequence, let it all pass.  After some further conversation and the feeling got a little settled, now said I “I wish to say a word in self justification for not introducing myself and explaining my business.  I am a stranger and a traveling stranger among others and have money with me.  I do not like to go into a house to spend the night—not knowing anything of the character of the people (as was the case last night) and tell them all about my business I have no security that I should not be murdered before morning.

Neighbor:  There is something in that Mr. Calkin.

Host:  Yes and there are people in M. E. where it will not be safe and next 10 m from here it would not be safe for a man to travel in the night with $100 or even $50.

There followed some accounts of murders, etc. and the conclusion on all hands was that mankind is where we are among city folks.

Don’t sleep among the stoves and barrels tonight.

On inquiring found that apart of the furniture of my room last night was a quantity of Mast Hoops (i.e. a point of the rigging of ships).

July 15th

This morning went to Freetown 3 m called on Mr. Robinson.  There is one thing that I did not think of which if I had I would not thought worth your while to come back.  Our people are about to repair their house but since you have come we will call on a few.

Traveled most all over in the parish and got $5, took dinner with Mr. ____.

Mr. R. got a horse and carriage and went with me to Rev I.H. Braggs in Mild? Library 6 m.  Mr. B. absent.  Stop for the rest of the day and night—feel most worn out, tired, stupid, very unwell.

Detailed travel since 1st of this month:  on foot 103 miles  ____to and fro in city and villages, collecting by  ____ ____ 29 m, by stage, 26 m.  Totaled 147 m.  Have collected $88.50.  Expence $1.93.

Transcribed with Mr. Calkin’s spelling by Karen Petersen Groves
August 2011


