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THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA LIBRARIES 
MAIN LIBRARY GALLERY   
MAY 15 - AUGUST 25, 2017 

An exhibition featuring items from the UI Libraries’ Iowa Women’s Archives and University Archives.

GALLERY HOURS & COMPLETE EXHIBITION INFORMATION AT LIB.UIOWA.EDU/GALLERY

THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA LIBRARIES PRESENTS

POWER TO THE PRINTERS: 
THE ALTERNATIVE 
PRESS IN IOWA CITY,  
1965-1985
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In today’s era of instant communication, it’s hard to 
imagine a time when people relied on printing presses, 
the US Postal Service, and newspapers hawked on street 
corners to distribute information and calls to action. 
Unlike 21st century organizers of political action, 
activists in the 1960s and ‘70s relied on technology such 
as mimeograph machines and press type. Their medium 
was the printed word. 

Iowa City was a hotbed of protest—and a hotbed 
of printing. Radical groups and individuals wrote 
newsletters and manifestos, printed flyers to post around 
town, and published literary magazines. Many of their 
newspapers were circulated nationally, creating space 
for local activists to engage with national conversations 
challenging the status quo. 

The publications in this exhibition document many 
strands of protest in Iowa City: the anti-war movement, 
Chicana and Chicano liberation, feminism, black power, 
gay and lesbian rights. Here you see just a sample of 
Iowa City’s activism, drawn from extensive collections in 
the University Archives and the Iowa Women’s Archives.

This guide reprints pages from several contemporary 
publications to provide context and a flavor of the era. 
For further information about the Sixties in Iowa City, 
see the website UPTIGHT AND LAID-BACK: IOWA 
CITY IN THE 1960s: dsps.lib.uiowa.edu/sixties

POWER TO THE PRINTERS is the first in a yearlong series of 
exhibitions and events celebrating the 25th anniversary 
of the Iowa Women’s Archives. 

www.lib.uiowa.edu/iwa/25-years

EXHIBITION CREDITS

POWER TO THE PRINTERS: THE ALTERNATIVE 
PRESS IN IOWA CITY, 1965-1985 is an exhibition drawn 
from the holdings of the Iowa Women’s Archives and the 
University Archives in the University of Iowa Libraries 
and from the online exhibit UPTIGHT AND LAID-
BACK: IOWA CITY IN THE 1960s, curated by David 
McCartney: dsps.lib.uiowa.edu/sixties

EXHIBITION CURATION

Kären Mason, Curator, Iowa Women’s Archives,               
UI Libraries

David McCartney, University Archivist, UI Libraries

Colleen Theisen, Special Collections Outreach & 
Engagement Librarian, UI Libraries

PREPARATION & INSTALLATION

Giselle Simón & Bill Voss, UI Libraries Conservation Lab

FRONT CASE

Typewriters loaned by Jennifer Burek-Pierce, Rhoda 
McCartney, Jodi Scholl, and Nicholas Theisen.

Ditto machine loaned by Rich Dana.

DESIGN

Heidi Wiren Bartlett, Creative Coordinator, UI Libraries

EXHIBITION GUIDE EDITING, WEB SITE & PUBLICITY

Jennifer Masada, Strategic Communications Manager,     
UI Libraries 

Ken Clinkenbeard, Web Services Specialist, UI Libraries

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE EXHIBITION

Friends of the UI Libraries
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UNIVERSITY OF IOW
A HAW

KEYE YEARBOOK (1971)
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OLD BEATNIK  (OCTOBER 1, 1975)
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BETTER HOM
ES AND DYKES (M

ARCH 1981)



 EXHIBITION GUIDE       7

WOMEN’S RESOURCE AND ACTION CENTER NEWSLETTER (MARCH 8, 1984)
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W
OM

EN’S RESOURCE AND ACTION CENTER NEW
SLETTER (OCTOBER 1979)


