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An authoritative anatomist and surgeon in 
Rome, Genga stressed the importance of solid 
anatomical knowledge for the surgeon. Genga 
wrote the first book devoted entirely to surgi-
cal anatomy which remained a widely used 
manual for fifty years. Genga was one of the 
first Italians to accept Harvey's theory on the 
circulation of the blood, but Genga also main-
tained that the discovery was made by Co-
lombo and Cesalpino before Harvey. The 
parts played by those two Italian investigators 
and anatomists in the unfolding of the facts of 
circulatory physiology have been a point of 
study and argument among medical histori-

ans.  This large atlas contains 40 magnificent full-page engraved plates 
depicting the human figure in various poses, with and without dissec-
tion. Some of the full-figure plates are engraved renditions of celebrated 
antique statues in Rome. The plates, probably engraved by François An-
driot, were intended primarily for the use of painters and sculptors, and 
they are still considered to be one of the best collections for the use of 
student artists. The text is by Giovanni Maria Lancisi. 
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