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November 19, 1839
Dear Mother,


We are about five miles from, where shall I say? your home. It was four o’clock when we stopped.  I felt that the distance was too short for the first day, but never mind, we are started, and I feel that my responsibility is increased, o pray that I may have grace, and commit my ways unto the Lord, that he may direct my steps. 
21st
A pleasant morning in Perrysburg, it is about ten and we are about two hours ahead of the teams probably.  It is very cold but we are blessed with comforts above thousands of our fellow creatures. We drive up smartly to the tavern and our carriage calls for brisk and speedy attention. We are shown into a warm room, large fire all by ourselves.  Evening: Asa has found his horse, got him shod, says we must take a cold bite in the morning and start early. Father says has so much loading and unloading every time he goes to the victuals chest he can hardly have patience with the things he has to move. we cooked a warm supper, fried some of that meat Charles ought not to have brought, had some potatoes boiled, made some gravy and coffee and eat so much—concluded the best way was to take a cold bite.

22nd
Started this morning a little after sunrise. Thought we should travel good piece today. The weather was more comfortable and we had just come on to a good piece of road, out went the band box and the wheel ran over it, broke the bottom out. [There follows some words crossed out with Mariett (Asa’s wife) written below them.]  We have not looked into it but expect it is pretty much used up.  This afternoon we traveled over crossway, very rough, one team got into two mud holes had to cut out with the axe part of the way. Very good road. Charles, we traveled behind the teams all day.  It has been very comfortable today  Elvira [Asa’s sister].  We had a good road a part of the way. The little thick horse is a good faithful creature. It is inconvenient to write any more at present.
23rd
Where we stopped last night they were plastering their house, could stay in no room but kitchen. Had but a piece of candle. Brought in a bed, laid it cross ways. We three laid on it, two Asa’s slept in rocking chairs, father in wagon. Got up between two and three, could not tell, watch worn down. Started about an hour before day light.  I stand it well, feel sleepy and tired tonight.  Mariett 
 In picking our way this morning before daylight Father got set against a stump and had to cut it out. Went about two miles and then came to a cross way of 6 miles. The black team are a steady little team they are [banned? Teamed?] so that they will go down hill slow and they will pull away, up hill like any old horses. They are a first rate little team we think everything of them. Have traveled about 23 miles today are now about 4 miles from Adrian, about half a mile from a meeting house, and that Quaker. We are in comfortable room by ourselves upstairs a couple of bedrooms, joining for our use.

24th
I attended a Quaker funeral today. About half of the time all was still and silent, then an old man arose and addressed the congregation a few moments.  Then another, that was all the ceremonies they had.  I never attended one of their meetings before.  I hope you have had a good meeting today and now I suppose you are at Bible class.  Charlotte [John’s daughter] has been a good girl today.  We have eat all our beans, the last, last night. Our pickles have been froze have not eaten them all yet. Eating the last loaf of corn bread.  It has been snowing all day.  How do you all do today?  I hope you are all well, we are.  Hope you do not feel so lonesome as you did.  I do not think of anything more at present.  Charlotte is going to write.  Sandy

Dear Mother, I want to see you very much but you know that.  We are very comfortable today and tonight.  This morning we had potatoes and meat and the same tonight.  Friday as we were going over a 6 mile Railway the Bandbox that had our bonnets and Asa hat in fell out of the wagon and the wheel run over it, but I suppose that they have told you that.  We put up at a Tavern yesterday and the Land Lady look very much like you, Mother.  You need not get me a doll.  It is amost bedtime.


Dear, I want to see you about as much as anyone, I shall write more to you another time.  I thank you for those cap and book.  I want to see you.  I’ll want you to write. You must write all of you, I shall to you all.  Charlotte F. Calkin      Mother
25th
Here we are yet letter and all in this good comfortable room keeping house.  Elvira is moping up some of our slops, very pleasant but cold, father is gone after salt to Adrian.  I wish this was ready to go. The post office is kept here and the stage has just drove up.  I shall commence another letter to you and one to Martha.  Give yourselves no uneasiness about us for we shall all be taken better care of than we deserve.  Mariett

It is very cold, real Eastern weather, our folks say we could not travel today if we had nothing else to hinder. The wind is piercing.  Father has come with his old cloak and ??? with his gallos to be mended and my hands ache with the cold sitting here writing.  Give my love to Rachel.  Elvira

Charles, I called to settle with Camp but he was not at home and I told Martha that I would leave it with you, but in the hurry I forgot it.  He had my note for $75.00 dollars.  But when it was given there was an understanding between us that if I did not get it out of the [Brauynaud?]property, that I was not to pay it.  I did not get it and he ought not to exact it. If he does I have an account against him which must ? as far as it goes and for the balance he ought to take the demands against his father’s estate.  If he will not do that he must wait until you can collect it out of the small demands I left with you or you may let him have the Green note and other small demands to pay the balance—the money due from Dickinson and Rawson must be reserved every dollar today lands with—below is his account:

A.A. Camp to Asa Calkins


July 19, 1839 To Cash at Menitts in Iowa
$30.00

To Cash lent at Bank in Michigan City
5.00

To Cash overpaid my half-expense & understood 


between us when I left Iowa
.88

To Cash paid for map of Iowa and left with you
3.00

To 4 weeks board of wife after my return
10.00

To Moving wife and things
1.50

To 2 days collect and clear your notes
2.00

To Cash paid your wife
7.00
Amt brot forward
59.38

Cash paid Doctpr Millard [Willard?] for wife
7.00

Credit
$66.38

By cash of I Rose
10.00

By Cash of Lattimer
4.00

By Cash of Kelly
1.63

Balance due me
$50.75


I think that the most he can ask is to square off even.  He ought not to ask one Dollar on the note but pay me $50.75.  Do the best you can.  Can? with him if he insists upon my paying the note, you may give him the demand against his father’s estate and square off. If he will not take it give him small demands $25 and take my note.  If you do not hear from us often be sure we are well.  I suppose the girls have written all the news and nonsense.              A. Calkin
FROM

Raissin     Nov 26          Michigan      1839

TO

M. Charles M. Calkin

Lower Sandusky

Sandusky Co.         O[hio]
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